Catholicism, Santeria, Lucemi & Deliverance
Santeria and Lucumi are forms of witchcraft that merge the spiritual practices of people from Cuba, Puerto Rico, the Dominican Republic (who were also Roman Catholics) and tribes from West Africa. Many, many years ago, slaves who were brought to America were forced to convert religions, but in order to hold on to some of their own religious traditions and customs, including divination or calling to spirits of the dead, animal sacrifice, sacred drumming and dance, they incorporated their native West African traditions into the Catholic icons and renamed them. They still referred to them as saints. It became a mixture of witchcraft practices, which is of a perverse spirit. This produces spiritual error and carries a curse. Santeria and Lucumi have many rituals and ceremonies that are held in a house temple, or what is called a 'house of Saints.' The meetings are conducted by Priests or Priestesses. There is a display of 'thrones' that represents the kings, queens and deified warriors who are invoked for guidance and blessing. The 'disciples,' of Santeria, if you want to call them that, are given prayer beads as a sacred point of contact with the spirits called upon in these witchcraft ceremonies. After many rituals are performed, the person is 'born again' into the faith. Not the faith of God, mind you, but of the occult.

There is also a very strong link between Santeria, Lucemi and demonic sexual spirits such as incubus, succubus and lust. If you suffer from demonic oppression in dreams or at night, especially with sexual spirits, there is a good chance that there is a link to some form of the occult power of witchcraft, voodoo, hoodoo, Santeria, Lucemi or other demonic magic. Spirits of Lust, Witchcraft, Mind Control, Perversion, Hatred and Immorality are interconnected by a demonic network through the sins of idolatry and rebellion. Even good people, well meaning, church-going people can be guilty of idolatry and rebellion towards God. God's people perish for lack of knowledge, and it's important to clarify certain things about the Catholic church, it's practices and beliefs, because unless people repent and renounce certain things, the demonic root system will remain in their lives, and the unbroken curses will affect the lives of their children and future generations as well.

When a door to the occult is opened, it releases a curse, or many curses, into that person's life. It affects the entire family for generations to come unless someone intentionally breaks those ungodly ties through prayers of renouncement. Only the blood of Jesus is powerful enough to break demonic attachments and the power of the curse. 

I know not everyone makes a practice of these sort of things. There are many sincere, God loving Christians in the Catholic church and in a variety of churches. It's not my intent to be critical but to open people's eyes to certain religious practices and traditions that they may not understand can be quite harmful spiritually. When sin is not addressed, people suffer needlessly, the enemy gains power and the church loses it's authority and power. The enemy takes advantage of our lack of knowledge and then it gives him opportunity to destroy, kill, and rob from people, which is something I hope to prevent by teaching on this subject.

Martin Luther led the way into the reformation of the Catholic Church in the mid 1500's but there is still a great deal of truth yet to be restored to many churches, Catholic Church included. People are set free from the opposing spiritual forces that either put them in bondage or place constrictions upon their faith when truth is restored to the church. It is my hope to restore truth so that people can break free from ungodly systems and structures and thus truly fulfill all that God has for them.

There are many things that people can do unknowingly that end up testing God or opening doors to the enemy simply out of ignorance. Sometimes people aren't aware of spiritual ramifications to the things they do and they see nothing wrong with certain things until someone helps them see the truth.These are things that have been introduced by man at some point in history and 'added to' the Word of God as though it came from God. We are never to alter the scriptures or twist them to suit our purposes. This is an effect of a perverse spirit. It twists truth. It also makes everything else unclean, no matter how many rituals are performed. It is an abomination to God and the persons affected may never realize that an unbroken curse exists.

"I testify to anyone that adds to the prophecy in this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to them the plagues that are written in this book; and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in this book..." Rev. 22:18,19

"Do not add to His words, or He will rebuke you and prove you a liar." Prov. 30:8

“Now the Holy Spirit tells us clearly that in the last times some will turn away from the true faith; they will follow deceptive spirits and teachings that come from demons.” 1 Timothy 4:1

Words that have been changed to serve man’s religious traditions, release bondage and a curse. Just because one has been taught something from their youth, or relied on the teachings of others they trusted to tell them the truth, doesn’t necessarily mean that what has been accepted is actually the truth (as God intended it to be understood). 

Many years ago, when I was very young, I used prayer candles. I had no idea that they were used as a point of contact to invoke demonic spirits. At the time I was driven by desperation and completely unaware of how my actions affected me spiritually. It’s a form of witchcraft and idolatry to call out in prayer to anyone, or any spirit, other than Jesus Christ, our Heavenly Father or Holy Spirit. The Bible never instructs us to pray to Mary or other saints because it is written in John 10:9, "I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture."   Jesus alone is the door to the Father, to salvation, and to answered prayer. It is also written in Acts 4:12, "Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved."  

Therefore, praying to any other name, person, spirit or saint is a form of conjuring occult spirits to try to obtain wisdom, protection or get a need or desire answered through illegitimate means. What may seem innocent is not. It's an open invitation for devils to rob, steal and plunder. Calling on ANY OTHER spirit for help is idolatrous and summons demonic spirits, giving them permission to intervene in a person's life. No where in the Bible does it ever say to pray to the virgin Mary, other saints, or call out to other names for assistance. Those in the Catholic church may stand upon the verse in Revelation 5:8-14 as a means of justifying praying to Mary or others that have passed on and are now in heaven. The problem is, no where in scripture does it say that praying to those in heaven is permitted, and no where in scripture does it indicate that they are to receive our prayers. 

Jesus instructed His disciples to pray in Matthew 6:9 to pray to "Our Father." Jesus also instructed on the matter of whose name to ask when petitioning the Heavenly Father. HIS. 

He said in John 14:13,14: "And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that My Father will be glorified in the Son. If you ask anything in My name I will do it."   

Again in John 16:23 Jesus said, "In that day you will no longer ask Me anything. Very truly I tell you, My Father will give you whatever you ask in My name."   

Here again we clearly see the intent of scripture is to ask our Heavenly Father (direct our prayers to Him) in the name of Jesus. As a further matter of dispelling the doctrinal error of praying to Mary or other 'saints,' we can see the intent of scripture is also carried out in Acts 10:25,26. Cornelius threw himself at the Apostle Peter's feet in a display of worship. "But Peter raised him up saying, 'Stand up; I too am just a man.' "  

The same thought is repeated in Acts 14:15 with Paul and Barnabus. The people of the city thought they were gods and began to worship them. "But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they tore their robes and rushed out into the crowd, crying out and saying, "Men, why are you doing these things? We are also men of the same nature as you, and preach the gospel to you that you should turn from these vain things to a living God, WHO MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH AND THE SEA AND ALL THAT IS IN THEM." 

In Revelation 19:10, the Apostle John had an encounter with an angel and wanted to honor the angel by bowing to him. "At this I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, "Don't do that! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers and sisters who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For it is the Spirit of prophecy who bears testimony to Jesus." As you can see, the intent of scripture is very clear. We do not seek angels, pray to them or petition anyone except God. Many Catholics may say that they are simply asking Mary or other saints to pray with them. It sounds innocent enough, right? But no where in scripture are we told that those in heaven can even hear the prayers from those on earth, or if they are allowed to. They are human, just like us, and they are probably very much involved in worshiping Jesus in heaven, but we have no way of knowing if they are granted prayer assignments or any such thing. There is just not enough documentation in scripture to try to justify this erroneous belief. Praying to the spirits of those that have passed on - even if they are in heaven - is seeking to obtain answers or help by going through someone other than Jesus, the Father, and Holy Spirit and scripture is clear that those that practice such things are in rebellion and practicing idolatry. Where people have broken covenant with their God, they suffer from effects of a curse.

Luke 24:1-8 asks a powerful question. "Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here!" The dead, even the dead who are now in heaven, have no ability or power granted to them to answer prayer. Only God answers prayer. There are many other scriptures that state that only JESUS CHRIST has been given the power of salvation and deliverance to those who call on His name. No one else has that right to be called upon for help because no one else suffered for our sin or gave their life in our place. No other name, no other 'god' has the power to forgive sin. Therefore, NO OTHER spirit rightfully has the power to become a god in anyone's life whether they call upon the name of a saint or not. Saints or angels are not gods and although God may use an angel to send an answer to prayer, we must pray only to our Heavenly Father in the name of Jesus to ask Him for our need. Salvation is always our first need, for God has no obligation to answer the needs, desires or prayers of those that are spiritually estranged and do not recognize Him as Father. Friend, it was not demonic power that resurrected Jesus Christ from the dead; it was the power of the Holy Spirit. Calling upon the wrong names for help is an abomination to God and must be recognized as such. There are many more scriptures that support this truth. Whether a person does it innocently or not, it still brings a curse into their home and gives demons access to everything they have, including all family members.

There are other practices, too, that are accepted in the Catholic religion but not biblical and actually go against scripture, such as turning to a priest to absolve a person's sins. While James chapter 5 does encourage us to adopt the practice of humility and confessing our sins that we might be healed, it does not mean that God heals and absolves sin using a person that is not Christ. Only God can atone for sin, and it only comes through the shed blood of Jesus. No amount of saying ritualistic prayers or good works can impute righteousness. ONLY the blood of Jesus takes away our sin. Only His blood imputes righteousness. Financial donations to the church, volunteering, good works - nothing else atones for sin. So, if a religion practices or promotes anything that trusts in anything outside of the Cross, Jesus blood or the prayer of faith to the Lord, then they are putting their trust and efforts in dead works. 

I live in Escondido, a city that has a long history in Native American history as well as the Catholic traditions. Many people here believe certain Native American traditions are acceptable to God simply because they have been passed down in their families, but that is not true. Things like burning sage or other herbs in order to cleanse a house from bad spirits don't work. They are simply exercising pagan practices of conjuring, but have no spiritual authority to actually cleanse demonic spirits and make them leave. Demons only obey those who know how to correctly use the name of Jesus to evict them, and know who they are in Christ. 

It's not coincidental that many in Escondido are also struggling with poverty. Poverty is a result of a curse. Poverty also produces bitterness, because people can't figure out how to break the generational pain, disappointment and heartache of broken dreams. If a person doesn't realize that they can end those cycles of loss and defeat, it can seem like life holds no hope, and hopelessness produces depression, heartache, fear, anger, and rebellion towards God. These things strengthen the root of bitterness that is so evident throughout the land. 

People get so tired of struggling that they feel that God has abandoned them. It is the result of the spirit of chaos that resists God's authority, order and dominion. So, there is a curse operating in the earthly realm that needs to be broken, and brass heavens that prevents prayers from being answered. No one is happy with the effects of unbroken curses operating in their lives except for the evil powers that try to keep things that way. 

Poverty is more than just finances; it affects a person's whole belief system. It affects self esteem, self image, how people view finances and much more. A poverty spirit is fear based. Even frugality, when taken to an extreme, is a poverty mindset because there is a spirit of fear motivating a person’s actions to hoard and be miserly rather than the principles of generosity that are taught in the Bible. People struggle to the degree that they are in bondage. Struggle is a sign of captivity. People go into captivity because of disobedience, and obedience can get them out. Isn't that good news?!? Now, captivity is the devil's plan; not God's. God's word tells us "Beloved I pray that you prosper and be in health, even as your soul prospers." 3 John 1:2. So, if we are not prospering in our soul, our health, our emotions, relationally, in our finances, then there is a block somewhere to our being able to prosper and we need to find it so that it can be removed. Some people are definitely struggling because of demonic attachments in their life and perhaps unbroken generational curses. Those things will always unravel a person’s progress and hinder their ability to be free, healed, and to prosper. 

Let me ask you, “Are you in a place where you could stand to benefit from some spiritual wisdom? Would you like a breakthrough to come to your home, family and finances? Would you like to be delivered out of your trouble?” You don't have to stay stuck. You can get the help you need today! Repentance opens the heavens and allows your prayers to be answered by God! Repentance releases the kind of blessings that God wants you to have.

Regardless of how people approach life’s challenges, if we are driven by our needs, insecurities, and a desire to utilize worldly wisdom to achieve our goals, then according to James 3:13-15 we are tapping into a natural wisdom that is given to us by the prince of the power of the air (Satan), and that the Bible says is demonic.

 “Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth.  This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic.”

I don’t know about you, but I don’t need the wisdom of demons. They are all liars, just like their father, Satan, who is known as the father of lies, (John 8:44). Demonic wisdom will tempt us to use worldly wisdom for good things (achieving goals, a desire for a better future, even serving God, for instance), but that is the hook the enemy uses to then cause us to be driven by a lust for success and other desirable things. 

The things people are 'in agreement with' has every bit to do with whether or not they are in agreement with God and submitted to Him, or in agreement with other spirits that are active in their life. (The spirit realm sees it as being in a covenant partnership, which is a whole other teaching, but WHAT we are in covenant with has everything to do with whether or not we are either blessed or struggling to receive blessing.)

Scripture tells us that a spirit of lust is never satisfied. Some versions of the scripture in Prov. 27:20 state it like this:

“Sheol (the place of the dead) and Abaddon (the place of destruction) are never satisfied; so [the lust of] the eyes of man is never satisfied.” AMP
“Human desires are like the world of the dead—there is always room for more.” GNT

“Ambition and death are alike in this: neither is ever satisfied.” TLB

James 3:16 shows us the relationship between lust, ambition and confusion, which I mentioned in the beginning of the article. “For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there.”

Confusion causes disorder, distraction, and a great deal of demonic activity in the spirit realm. Where confusion is present, everything withstands God's divine order and His authority. It brings in strife, jealousy, arguments, blaming others, anger, offense, and a whole lot more. Because idolatry is also in play, that opens people up to the curses of illness, poverty, ruin and the list goes on. When a curse is in effect, sometimes it is obvious and at other times it just seems like plans are continuously frustrated. It’s a feeling of your purse or wallet has holes in it where money just slips out of your hands, a lot of unexplained sickness, cars break down, you can’t find a job, things get robbed from you, and life just seems a whole lot harder than it needs to be. Of course, there are times when unfortunate things happen. But, if it feels like everything is set against you and hinders your ability to prosper or find success, then ask yourself some important questions.

Do I continually struggle against unseen forces that seem to hinder my progress to prosper financially?

Do I struggle with lust, pornography, purity in sexual life, or demonic sexual spirits?

Do I wrestle with repeated cycles of loss, discouraging circumstances, broken relationships?

Does my family seem more broken than whole?

Do I fight constant distractions, confusion and disorder?

Am I driven by a sense of needing to fulfill certain ambitions, goals or aspirations, leaning on my own understanding to try to get results? 

If you answered yes to any of these questions, you can benefit from prayers that release healing and deliverance. But, let me ask you one other question. Is it possible that you have idols in your life?

An idol is anything that is sacred to a person. It defines self-worth, becomes the controlling center of life and takes priority over all other priorities. What is an idol to you? Is there something in your life that you would never let go of? Something that defines you, or is so at the center of your life that it controls all the other aspects of your time, energy, desires or takes precedence over all your other relationships? What has your loyalty over everything else? If it’s not God, then it’s possible you have an idol.

Friend, our own hearts will deceive us into thinking we’re in right standing with God when we really need to repent. That’s how the enemy gets us in our blind spot. We really have no justifiable defense if we have turned back from following God and somehow started following a different spirit. When we indulge our flesh we put our affections on worldly things, and follow the lusts of the flesh. Those things are opposed to following and serving God.

People, good people, desperate for a breakthrough, often do things they shouldn’t. Like buying prayer candles and praying to various other spirits, powers, and saints. Good people can get so desperate that they will try just about anything to try to find relief from their situation. I know, because I used to do it too, but it’s called witchcraft, idolatry, and rebellion towards God. I know there are a lot of people that might be upset with what I’m writing here, but I tell you this with all love and compassion, not judgment. I tell you this because I truly want you to understand the root cause of why you may have some of the problems that are hindering your blessings from coming forth. God will hold them back until you repent and confess your sin so that you may be cleansed. He doesn’t want to hold back your blessings, but He is bound by His law. He cannot bless sin, even if we might tend to protest that we didn’t know we had done anything wrong. It’s ok, just take a breath and tell the Lord you’re sorry and you won’t do it again. Ask for Him to forgive your sin and the sin of your ancestors for knowingly or unknowingly participating in idolatry, witchcraft and calling on occult powers. Ask Him to forgive the generational rebellion that has been so dominant in this land, and let the blood of Jesus cover the sin so that the land, the families and YOUR family can receive more of His wisdom, leadership and blessings. God is just waiting for you to call on His name so that He can bless you and release restoration to your life! If you really want to see the devil defeated where you and your family are concerned, get the whole family involved in this and pray together as a family to renounce the sins of your ancestors. I can tell you from experience, this sort of prayer is powerful and effective, and it works!

Father God, 

Please forgive me and my family for generational rebellion, allowing fear to try to meet our needs outside of Your will, idolatry and disobedience. Forgive me and my ancestors for any way that we may have knowingly or unknowingly called on occult powers or participated in any form of witchcraft. Please cleanse us from all unrighteousness and allow us to be adopted as Your children. Please let the blood of Jesus cover every doorway from those sins so that the enemy cannot have access to us any longer.

I renounce and divorce the enemy, Satan, and any evil spirit that may have been called into my life. I renounce the spirits of Santeria, Lucumi, African gods and all familiar spirits associated with those rituals, prayers, customs and traditions. I renounce the seven African spirits known as Papa Legba, Obtala, Oya, Oshun, Chango, Ogun and Yemmaya, in the name of Jesus Christ. 

I renounce all Loas, mediums and familiar spirits, ungodly priests, priestesses, sorcerers and wizards that are syncretized with Catholic saints, and any other names which they may be called. I bind any and all inanimate objects from being used in any sort of witchcraft, voodoo, hoodoo or other form of demonic practices and loose all evil spirits off of individuals, objects, and evil altars. I command them to go to the abyss that was created for them in Jesus name.I renounce death, hell and poverty. I renounce fear, self-will, lust, control and confusion. I break every ungodly covenant, oath and vow that may have been spoken by myself or any of my ancestors, knowing that this is forbidden by Your word. I ask that You forgive all covenants made by my ancestors that led us into bondage as indentured servants, slaves or other forms of spiritual slavery, addiction and bondage. Lord Jesus, please let me be released from any ungodly alliances, covenants, or legally binding treaties that were enacted between me, my family, and demonic spirits. Let the curse over my home, myself and my family, and all that pertains to us be broken now, in Jesus name. I thank You, Father, for allowing us to receive Your restoration and the blessings that have been held back. I ask that Your Holy Spirit fill me with love, truth, wisdom, might, a spirit of understanding and enable me to live according to Your commands. In Jesus name, amen.

